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Nine months long Induction Training Program for IFS Officer Trainees of
2024 Batch concluded on 26 August with multiple inspiring engagements

Calls on Hon’ble President & Hon’ble Prime Minister,
A valed:ctory Session clebratmg the acheivements of whole batch

Mid Career Training Program - lll for Indian Foreign Service Officers of
2000-01 batches (18-29 August) was focused on policy maklng insights

Calls on Ministers of Commerce & Industry and Petroleum & Natural Gas,
Meeting with Foreign Secretary, Visits to Niti Aayog and FICCI




FROM DEAN’S DESK

Dear Readers, Dear Friends,

The month of August 2025 for SSIFS was the busiest in the 12
months, with two of the most important programs we conduct for
Indian diplomats, concluding with intense activities. While the 9-
month Induction training program for 33 IFS Officer Trainees and
two Bhutanese diplomats successfully concluded on 26 August
with a celebratory Valedictory ceremony, the MCTP-III for IFS
Officers of the 2000-01 batches, which lasted for two weeks,
featured engaging and focused sessions on policy-making
challenges and opportunities.

Our IFS OTs of the 2024 batch, along with two Bhutanese Diplomats, completed their
training program with Public Diplomacy and Cultural Diplomacy modules of week-long
duration each, followed by 10 days of Bharat Darshan. In the last week, they presented
their dissertation papers, which they had worked on for the past three months. It was
interesting to see how the young generation of diplomats sees the future with so much
optimism and out-of-the-box thinking, which was evident from most of the presentations.
The Calls on the Hon’ble President and the Hon’ble Prime Minister were inspiring and
substantive, during which OTs received valuable guidance as they enter into the
profession. their first posting abroad in September.

The MCTP-IIl program, which is the senior-most level of training that we provide at SSIFS,
was a great experience for both the participants as well as SSIFS officers, as we engaged
in professional and problem-solving attitude discussions with the Ministers, Senior
Officers, Experts in respective fields, as well as during brainstorming table-top exercises.
The 27-member group also visited Niti Aayog, FICCI, and the International Solar Alliance
during the program. Next, they go for a week-long state attachment to understand states’
expectations from Diplomacy. Overall, it was a productive 10-day program which would
surely inspire the work of these senior diplomats and foreign policy makers of India.

In the same month of August, we also did a Foreign Diplomats training program, as we do
every month. SSIFS conducted the first Special Course for 40 Diplomats, 10 each from
four countries of North & East Africa (Eritrea, Libya, Somalia, and South Sudan), with the
spirit of the Global South, between 04-13 August 2025. The program was customised
keeping in mind the needs of these countries and accordingly included sessions and visits
connected to development partnership initiatives, food and water security, trade
negotiations, disaster management, maritime connectivity and security, Al diplomacy,
and an exposure to Global South institutions like ISA and CDRI. Functional skills in digital
technology, communications, and negotiations were covered in experiential table-top
exercises. The diverse and exhaustive program was focused on learning objectives and
network building among four countries and India, and a common understanding of
opportunities ahead for Global South countries as they work together.

SSIFS is looking forward to conducting its flagship program, the 3™ Global South Young
Diplomats Forum (GSYDF), between 08-19 September 2025, in which we have 43 young
diplomats from as many countries participating, the largest group in any program so far in
the 4-decade history of SSIFS.

Every month, better than the previous one, is a good measure of growth in the ‘Kaizen”
way. With best Wishes to our readers from the SSIFS Family.

——

Raj Kumar Srivastava
New Delhi
31 August 2025
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Training Program for Foreign Diplomats

First Special Course for Diplomats from North & East African

The first Special Course for Diplomats from North & East African Countries was
conducted at the SSIFS from 4-13 August 2025. 40 diplomats, 10 each from Eritrea, Libya,
Somalia & South Sudan participated in ten-day-long Special Course. Dean (SSIFS), Amb
Raj Kumar Srivastava inaugurated the Course. In his session on the ‘Guiding Principles of
India’s Foreign Policy’, Dean elaborated on the pillars of the Indian Foreign Policy, touched
on the Competency-based Training at the institute, and described the "Theories of
International Relations" and their applicability in diplomacy.

The Special Course aimed at equipping participants with knowledge and perspectives on
issues related to news trends in diplomacy, topical international and regional issues, and
familiarizing them with India, its culture, history, and foreign policy. The program included
more than 20 knowledge sessions, table-top & simulation exercises with experts drawn
from diplomacy, prominent Institutions and think tanks. Several site visits were arranged
to bring experiential learning to the participants. Some glimpses from the Knowledge
Sessions are presented below:
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Some Glimpses from the North & East African Diplomats’ visits outside SSIFS

On the second day of the program, Dean (SSIFS) hosted a dinner for the participants to provide a
social gathering platform for developing long-lasting frienglihips

=

For on-site learnings, the diplomats visited Federatioh of Indi ser mmerce & Industry
(FICCI), National Institute of Solar Energy (NISE), Anubhuti Kendra (to understand PM Gati Shakti

National Master Plan for Multi Modal Connectivity), Pradhanmantri Sanghralaya, Gandhi Smriti &
Taj Mahal.
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Final Day of the Course - Reflections through Presentations & Valedictory

Dean SSIFS conferred the Valedictory certificates to 40 diplomats attending the Special Combined
Course for countries from North & East Africa [Eritrea, Libya, Somalia, South Sudan] for completing
their training at SSIFS in the presence of Ambassadors/C'dA of Resident Missions in New Delhi.

The participants made informative country presentations on topics of relevance such as efforts on
nation-building, self-reliance & shaping diplomatic relations, past heritage & future development,
and digital transformation. Ambassadors/C’dA of the four countries spoke about the valuable
contributions of SSIFS in Diplomatic capacity building, especially in the current times of
technological transformation and geopolitical uncertainties. Amb Srivastava extended his good
wishes to the participants for their future diplomatic endeavours. The participants expressed their
gratitude to the Govt of India for the training course.
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Some Special Emotional Moments from the final session of the Program




IFS Officer Trainees of 2024 Batch called on PM on 19 August 2025

The Officer Trainees of the 2024 Batch of Indian Foreign Service (IFS) called on Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi at his residence at 7, Lok Kalyan Marg earlier on 19 August
2025. There are 33 IFS Officer Trainees in the 2024 batch from 15 different States and UTs.
The Prime Minister discussed the current multipolar world and India’s unique role as a
Vishwabandhu, ensuring friendship with everyone. He cited instances of how India has
emerged as a first responder for countries in need. He also underlined the capacity-
building efforts and other endeavours undertaken by India to lend a helping hand to the
Global South.

The Prime Minister discussed the evolving sphere of foreign policy and its significance in
the global fora. He spoke about the key role that the diplomats are playing in the
evolution of the country as a Vishwanandhu on the global stage. He underscored the
significance of the Officer Trainees in their role as future diplomats as the country moves
ahead towards the aim of Viksit Bharat, of becoming developed by 2047.

The Prime Minister engaged in a wide-ranging interaction with the Officer Trainees and
asked them about their experience so far, after joining the government service. The officer
trainees shared their experiences from their training and research tasks undertaken by
them, which included topics such as Maritime diplomacy, Al & Semiconductor, Ayurveda,
Cultural connect, Food and Soft Power, among others.

Prime Minister said that we must create curiosity amongst youngsters in various countries
about India with the Know Bharat quizzes and debates. He also said that questions of
these quizzes should be regularly updated and include contemporary topics from India,
such as the Mahakumbh, the Celebration of the completion of 1000 years of Gangaikonda
Cholapuram Temple, and so on.

Prime Minister emphasised the important role of communication in a technology-driven

world. He urged the officer trainees to work on exploring all the websites of the Missions
and try to find out what can be done to improve these websites for effective
communication with the Indian diaspora.

Discussing the opening up of the space sector for private players, PM emphasized
exploring opportunities in other countries for expanding the scope of Indian startups in
this sector. PM said that India has the potential to fill this space in the space sector.




Induction Training Program for IFS OTs (2024 Batch) - Valedictory Ceremony

The Valedictory Ceremony marking the culmination of the 09 months Induction Training
Program for 33 officer trainees of the 2024 Batch of the Indian Foreign Service & 02
distinguished Bhutanese diplomats was held on Tuesday, 26 August 2025 at the historic
C.B.Muthamma Hall of JNB, New Delhi. The Chief Guest, Hon'ble MoS for External Affairs,
Shri Pabitra Margherita, was welcomed by Dean(SSIFS) Amb. Raj Srivastava &
President(Association of Indian Diplomats) Retd Amb Y.K. Sinha. Medals & Certificates
were given to the officers on this occasion.

e EAM's Gold Medal for Best Officer Trainee: Ms Garima Mundra

¢ MosS Silver Medal for Esprit de Corps: Ms Vedika Bansal

e Amb Bimal Sanyal Memorial Medal for Best Dissertation: Ms Zohra Banu
While addressing the OTs, Hon'ble MoS, emphasized that they be guided by Hon'ble PM's
vision of Viksit Bharat & Diplomacy through 5Ps [Para Diplomacy, People Diplomacy,
Pravasi Diplomacy, Planet Diplomacy, Peace Diplomacyl].
Dean(SSIFS) advised the OTs to solve problems with the spirit of Karmayogi as they begin
their diplomatic sojourn in a volatile & complex world.
Amb Sinha encouraged the OTs to think "out of the box" and script their own diplomatic
success stories.
Feelings of bonhomie & camaraderie among the OTs were visible as the event closed with
impactful words from them, which resonated that they had started the training journey as
colleagues and culminated now as "one family".



https://www.facebook.com/PabitraMargheritaBJP?__cft__[0]=AZUD_xGJEnQIjCPEuJzk6-0sReXdcyjoqbUgjergJt1iKzun0Hpxe2hRuqB1wcX_Y9n-zr5ZRjwlhwF39wkwMDCCc1qXCUKp5yFrYk6RKMVtBlI-3pM4GiHgLakgNVieoMpAG2AG2mFNgUE_lU2vH-XcViB10YOF1TSNddevjr8s_FQjJfaCFX2t7wB1LYdUv3o&__tn__=-]K-R

IFS OTs presented well-researched Dissertations - Some Glimpses

IFS OTs of the 2024 batch presented their dissertations in front of three jury members, including
two external experts, on 20-22 August. Themes were divided into 4 groups, and each presentation
was made within 20 minutes. The schedule and names of external jury members can be seen
below:
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) DISSERTATION PRESENTATIONS (20-22 August 2025) -t
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Cyber, AT, Digital Diplomacy World Order, Global Commons Geopolitics, International Law  Education, Diaspora, DPA
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Amit Shukla Preetdeep Singh Puneet ngamal. Prof. Amitabh Mattoa Munu Mahawar Prof. Atul Mishra K J Srinivas Prof Ajay Dube

Some Quotes from top-rated Dissertations
Digital Sovereignty through Digital Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: India’s Roadmap for Global Tech Leadership

As India marches towards its centenary of independence in 2047, the quest for digital
sovereignty is no longer just a matter of national interest; it is a civilizational duty. In an
age where data is power, algorithms govern lives, and code shapes consciousness, India
must rise not merely as a technological power but as a moral architect of the digital
world. This vision is not rooted in expansionism or technological supremacy but in the
timeless ethic of Dharma, the pursuit of order, justice, balance, and collective well-being.  Zohra

Space Weaponization and International Law: An Indian Perspective

As a major space power, India’s voice is indispensable in the formulation of future space
governance regimes. India’s dual message to the world is clear: “Shanti ke liye shakti, aur

shakti ke saath samvidhaan.” We seek peace, but with strength; and with strength, a _
rules-based order. The future of space will not be secured by technological prowess '
alone- but by those who can align power with principles. India, with its legacy of peaceful * =
space use and its appetite for global leadership, is uniquely placed to do just that. Garima

Arthashastra to Algorithms : Illuminating the Penumbras of New Age Warfare the Kautilyan Way

The leaders and people should not be demotivated by temporary setbacks. If the !“,
direction is right, the adversities are minor roadblocks in the vast timeline of the Indian

civilizational state. As India walks into a world of all against all, the words of the wise sage _-'_:ﬁ,
from 2300 years ago hold deep relevance. The wisdom of Kautilya was not that he .
developed the earliest known treatise on Security, Power, Administration and Statecraft

but to link it with Dharma and order of the system. Amritanshu

India’s Al Diplomacy and Strategic Partnerships in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

Achieving the vision of ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’ will require a seamless fusion of domestic
innovation, strategic diplomacy, and ethical leadership, Equally important is India’s
commitment to ethical Al, ensuring that technological progress respects privacy,
mitigates bias, and fosters trust among citizens. If these efforts are pursued with vision

and consistency, India will not only secure its own technological future but also help 5
craft a democratic and equitable Al order that serves as a model for the world. Ashish
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Two Week-long Capacity Building program for Sri Lankan Journalists was
inaugurated at SSIFS on 18 August 2025

As a follow-up to the visit to Sri Lanka in April 2025, of the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, where India made commitment to train 700 personnel across domains
from Sri Lanka, a delegation of Media Officials attended a two-week long capacity building
program in India, with training sessions at Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service and
Indian Institute of Mass Communications. They also visited Odisha for training cum study
tour, where the focus was on understanding the regional media landscape in India.

Mid-Career Tralnmg Program " for IFS Offlcers of 2000 and 2001 Batches was
conducted at SSIFS on 18-29 August 2025
The MCTP Il program is the one where we provide training to the highest level of our
diplomats at SSIFS. Its content and design, therefore, are based on interactions that

enable the participants to get policy-making insights, network-building opportunities, and
purposeful brainstorming.
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Mid-Career Training Program lll for IFS Officers of 2000 and 2001 Batches
High-Level Sessions on Challenges and Opportunities

IFS Officers of 2000 & 2001 Batches participating in Mid-Career Training Program-IIl at
SSIFS called on Foreign Secretary Shri Vikram Misri on 20 August 2025. FS highlighted the
importance of navigating complexity and ambiguity with ground-level expertise. FS
underscored the role of diplomacy in identifying willing partners. FS also mentioned
about the importance of Global South, where India’s initiatives are focused on
development and empowerment of people.

“oipy | i o) - B 2
On 22 August, the Officers had an engaging interaction with Commerce & Industry Minister,
Shri Piyush Goyal at Vanijya Bhawan, where he spoke about India’s growth-oriented
policies and the need to proactively strengthen economic diplomacy by advancing trade,
technology & tourism, especially through deeper diaspora engagement. They explored
emerging opportunities in taking the spirit of “Makelnindia” worldwide, positioning India as

a global manufacturing hub and a key driver of global economic growth.
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Minister Shri Hardeep Puri at the newly inaugurated Kartavya Bhawan. Minister Puri held an
engaging interaction on how energy security and cooperation are shaping our engagement
with partners across the world. He provided insights into the challenges and opportunities in
the energy sector, the efforts being undertaken by India, the key dimensions of energy
diplomacy, and India’s unprecedented journey towards achieving energy security under the
dynamic leadership of PM. In all these efforts towards energy security and green energy
transition at a time when India’s Growth Story is resonating across the world, our diplomats
contribute by building strong international partnerships, diversifying energy sources, and
ensuring stable supplies. They also safeguard India’s needs while supporting its transition
towards a sustainable future through strategic negotiations, global cooperation, and

bilateral/multilateral dialogues.
- a




Some Glimpses from Knowledge & Brainstorming Sessions during the MCTP liI

program for IFS Officers of 2000-01 Batches at SSIFS on 18-29 August 2025

Amb. Ruchira Kamboj | Amb. Vikas Swarup

B The most effective diplomats
e R are those who combine the
omouncrcy . _ mind of a strategist, the Voice
5 of a commun icator, and the
- temperament of 3 statesperson,
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Select Quotes from the Monographs submitted by MCTP Ill Participants

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and Atmanirbhar Bharat are not mutually exclusive but

mutually reinforcing. Together, they offer a distinct model of global engagement—

one rooted in ancient wisdom but adapted for contemporary realities. India’s fusion

of the two represents a middle path between aggressive globalization and narrow

self-interest. As a civilization-state that revives dharmic values in modern

governance, a self-reliant India today contributes and not just competes. In the long ‘

game of geopolitics, dharmic approach not only anchors India’s long-term strategy Rungsung
but also helps maneuver several short runways to take off its short to medium term Masakui
policy imperatives.

India's infrastructure diplomacy is guided by the ancient Indian philosophy of
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam" (the whole world is a family), "bahujan hitaay,

bahujan sukhaay" (for the welfare and happiness of all), and "Sarve Bhawantu ’
Sukhina" (let all be happy). These principles emphasize the {52
interconnectedness of nations and the idea that India's national interests are

linked to a larger humanitarian framework. A foundational principle of India's

foreign policy is its dedication to South-South Cooperation, which is the Anshuman
sharing of its development experiences and resources with other developing Gaur
nations. This is motivated by a philosophical belief in collective self-reliance

and the fight against global inequality. As a former Indian diplomat

eloquently stated, India's engagement with the Global South is "ingrained in

the very fabric of our culture and philosophy”.

India’s leadership offers the world a partnership based on solidarity not
dependence; on shared prosperity, not a zero-sum competition; and on
democratic values, not coercion. The journey to Viksit Bharat 2047 is a promise
we have made to ourselves, but its success will radiate outwards in contributing
to a more balanced and harmonious world. An India that is a leading power will
be a net regional security provider, a source of global public goods, and a
consensus-builder with a powerful voice for all those who have been left behind.
The world and especially the Global South, has intrinsic stake in India's success.

Global value chains are shifting from hyper-optimisation to resilience, driven

by “geoeconomics of trust”—reliability, transparency, and predictability.

Countries and corporations are adjusting decision-making accordingly. India

is at a pivotal point to serve as a strategic, resilient, and values driven part of

global production. Its democratic credentials, large market, digital skills, and

industrial policies support diversification and risk reduction. Early successes Srikar
in electronics, pharmaceuticals, and sectors like automotive, green tech, and Reddy
semiconductors demonstrate active opportunity pursuit.

The success of India’s strategic autonomy ultimately depends not merely on
diplomatic maneuvering, but on the nation’s capacity to build the economic,
technological, and military capabilities that make genuine independence
possible. In this sense, strategic autonomy and Viksit Bharat represent
complementary objectives: autonomous foreign policy enables the pursuit of
development goals, while achieving developed nation status provides the
foundation for genuine strategic independence in an interdependent world.




Cultural Diplomacy - A Privileged Premiere of the Movie Tehran at SSIFS

SSIFS was abuzz with excitement & activity on 07 August, 2025 for an exclusive screening of
geopolitically relevant film "Tehran" at SSIFS's 'Chanakya' Auditorium. Later, Dean(SSIFS) Amb Raj
Kumar Srivastava welcomed the lead actor from the film, John Abraham, to the Institute for a rare
& memorable hour-long interaction with IFS OTs & Team SSIFS. John very candidly shared
experiences from the film, answered several questions & talked briefly about his future projects.
Some memories from this unique event:

pree

G Hari Shankar

Officer Trainee, 5.51.F.5.
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India's Next Generation Strategic Thinkers : National Essay Competition 2025

In a joint academic pursuit, SSIFS & India's World invites India's Next Generation Strategic Thinkers
to participate in the "National Essay Competition - 2025" in large numbers on the Theme "How can
India contribute to the Emerging World Order?" Registration opened on 15 August, 2025. For more
information on the competition, please visit: https://essay-competition.indiasworld.in

[HEAS WORLD




Ministry of External Affairs

Government of India

2" Special Course for Diplomats from the
Arab Republic of Egypt

08-17 October 2025

This professional course aims at equipping participants with knowledge and
perspectives on issues related to new trends in diplomacy, topical international and
regional issues, and familiarising them with India, its culture, history, & foreign policy.

AKkin to the training of the Indian Foreign Service Officer Trainees, this training module for
young Egyptian diplomats (2024 Batch) has been curated to include domain, functional,
and behavioural competencies which would enable them to represent their country in
efficient, effective & enlightened manner.

Knowledge Sessions with
Experts in International issues
drawn from Diplomacy,
International Institutions &
Think Tanks

Table Top & Simulation
Exercises on Negotiation,
Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs) & Geopolitics of
Emerging Tech

Understanding India through visits
to heritage sites, enjoying its
diverse culture and cuisines




Ministry of External Affairs

Government of India

Ist Special Course for Diplomats from Central
& South America and Caribbean Islands
04-13 November 2025

This fellowship program reflects India’s commitment to deepening its multifaceted
engagement with Central & South America, along with Caribbean Island nations, anchored
in shared democratic values and South-South cooperation. The program aspires to foster
mutual understanding, capacity building, and stronger institutional linkage between India
and the participating countries. The training aims at equipping participants with knowledge
and perspectives on issues related to global diplomacy, trade & investment facilitation,
disaster risk reduction, blue economy, climate action & SDGs, Al Diplomacy, and scientific
collaboration & cultural exchange.

03 Panel Discussions &

20 Knowledge
Sessions with Experts
in International issues

drawn from Diplomacy,
Institutions & Think
Tanks

o
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Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India

Simulation Exercises
conducted by experts
from various
Institutions &
Research
Organisations

NP |

Understanding India
through visits to the state
of Uttar Pradesh, heritage

sites, session on Yoga,
enjoying its diverse
culture & cuisines




About Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service

The Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service (SSIFS) was established in 1986 by the
Government of India primarily to cater to the professional training needs of the Indian
Foreign Service and the Ministry of External Affairs. SSIFS has diversified its activities to
include courses for foreign diplomats in its efforts to build bridges of friendship and
cooperation with countries around the world and courses of interest to staff and officers
at all levels of the Ministry of External Affairs as well as other Civil Services.

Within Indian Foreign Service, SSIFS conducts training programs annually at four levels -
Induction Training Program of nine months for IFS Officer Trainees at entry level, and
Mid Career Training Programs of three weeks duration - MCTP | (for 10-11 years in
Service), MCTP Il (for 15-16 years in Service), & MCTP lll (for 24-25 years in Service).

For Foreign Diplomats, SSIFS conducts every month one specific program which
includes three annual flagship programs in the form of - Disarmament & International
Security Affairs Fellowship Training program for three weeks in January, Professional
Course for Foreign Diplomats (PCFD) for two weeks in May, and Global South Young
Diplomats Forum (GSYDF) Training Program for two weeks in September. Other months,
SSIFS organises country, region, grouping, or themes-specific training programs of a
maximum of two weeks, emanating from 105 MoUs that SSIFS has signed in the past
three decades.

SSIFS has an extensive and expanding pool of guest faculty drawn from experts in the
fields of domain competencies like International Relations, Diplomacy, Economy, Trade,
Tourism, Technology, Governance, Media & Journalism, Defence & Security, Culture &
Indian Knowledge System, Yoga & Ayurveda, and Behavioural Competencies like
Emotional Intelligence, Purposeful & Collaborative Leadership, Communications &
Negotiations Skills and Progressive Learning & Problem Solving Attitude.

SSIFS is headed by the Dean, a senior Foreign Service Officer in the Ministry of External
Affairs. The current Dean is Amb. Raj Kumar Srivastava, IFS officer of the 1997 batch. The
Institute is located at Baba Gangnath Marg, Old JNU Campus, New Delhi.
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Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service
Ministry of External Affairs, Baba Gangnath Marg, Old JNU Campus, New Delhi - 110067, India
Phone: 26181272, 26181362 | Email: js2.ssifs@mea.gov.in




